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ART
CXHBITION

At Annandale’s Hunter Baillie Church Hall.
Cnr. of Johnston and Collins Sts., on
October’s 8-Hour Day Weekend.

Alderman Bill Hume will open the exhibition at 8.00 p.m. on
Friday, 3rd October.

A Tour of this famous Blacket Church
with recitals on the fine Hill Organ, will be

part of the exhibition, proceeds of which will go to the restoration
of the Church.

EXHIBITION DETAILS (Admission 50c)

FRIDAY — 3rd OCTOBER, 1980 — 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
SATURDAY — 4th OCTOBER, 1980 — 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
SUNDAY — 5th OCTOBER, 1980 — 12 a.m. to 9 p.m.
MONDAY — 6th OCTOBER, 1980 — 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
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THE HUNTER BAILLIE CHURCH STORY.

Of all those who stream by the Hunter Baillic Memorial Presbyterian Church at
the corner of Annandale’s Johnston and Collins Sts., and of all those to whom the
magnificent 182’ spire is easily Annandale’s most recognizeable landmark, few would
know the curiously romantic origins of this church.

When this church’s foundations were laid in 1886, John Hunter Baillie, to whom
the church was dedicated, had been dead for over thirty years. Hunter Baillie was
born in Hamilton, Scotland in 1818 and migrated to Australia in the carly 1840’
because of indifferenf health. In 1844 he married Helen May Mackie, also a Scottish
migrant and a sister-in-law of Dr. John Dunmore Lang, the most notable Presbyterian
Clergyman in the Colony at that time. Hunter Baillie, immensely able and industrious.
did, as a Director of the Bank of N.S.W., help guide that Bank out of difficultics
caused by the depression of the 1840’s. The rapid expansion of the banking business
caused by the great gold rushes of the early 1850’s necessitated numerous arducus
stage-coach -trips to the various gold-fields by Hunter Baillie. His health broke. and
although only in his mid-thirties, he died in 1854.

His young wife took his death badly. Married for ten years, she would remain 2
widow for forty-three years, devoting herself to Christian works. When. in the lite
1870’s she found herself to be in a position to erect a church as a memorial to lior
husband, she insisted upon nothing but the best.

She engaged as architects, Cyril and Arthur Blacket, whose father, Edmund Black.t.
as architect of Sydney University and many churches, had established himself and his
firm as the Colony’s foremost in Architecture.

The church was to be built of White Pyrmont Sandstone, not the cheaper brick
then usually used. For the interior there was designed an open medieval tie beam
roof, fine stained glass windows, cedar pews, a carved pulpit and font, rich stonework
and marble, and finally, there was imported a very grand organ, made by Arthur G,
Hill of London, which, at that time, cost 4,000 pounds.

Mrs. Hunter Baillie was intimately concerned with the planning of the church.
Indeed, there is some suggestion that the style of the church is deliberately similar
to those of the earlier period when she was married. Certainly, she twice rejecicd
plans submitted for the spire and it was not until the spire height was increased from
150’ to 182’ that she finally was satisfied with the design.

The building, as an example of late neo-gothic architecture in Australia is excep-
tional, but the Pyrmont Sandstone has over a century been prone to wear, and now
the basic restoration need is to prevent further intrusions of the weather.

The State Government has generously advanced a sum of $60,000 to weather prf

the church, but sadly this sum is only a small part of what is required for a full restc.: -
tion.

(The historical information contained herein is taken from a 1973 booklef entii
‘Hunter Baillie’ by Alan Robert and Elizabeth Malcolm).
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INDEX TO ARTISTS

Anderson Bill, 66 Cecily St.. Lilyficld, 2040

Allan Jean M., 21 Coutts Cresc. Collaroy, 2097

Asquith Marjory, 11 Kentville Ave., Annandale, 2038
Armstrong Coralie E., 7 Colbourne Ave., Glebe, 2037
Baros June, 21 Windsor Place, St. Ives, 2075

Beales Heather, 66 Osroy Ave.. Farlwood, 2206

Bernard Patricia, 70 Sutherland Ave., Paddington 2021
Berry Michael, 75 Campbell St., Glebe, 2037

Blanche Rosalie, 5/210 Longueville Rd., Lane Cove, 2066
Brown lJulic A., 78 Curtis Rd., Balmain, 2041

Casimatis Gerald, 14 Mabel St., Kingsgrove, 2208

Clark Lon, 44 Boundary St., Chester Hill, 2162

Chapman D., 290 Glebe Point Rd.. Glebe, 2037
Cochrane Thomas, C/- 289 Annandale St., Annandale. 2038
Collingwood Joan, 9/55A Railway Pde., Lakemba, 2195
Craig Bill, 3/60 Wycombe Rd., Neutral Bay, 2089

Crofts Jim, 144 Edgecliff Rd., Woollahra, 2025

De Groot Mervyn R, 59 Coveney St., Bexley North, 2207
Delbridge D., 290 Glebe Point Rd., Glebe, 2037

Ellen Maureen E., 12 Paradise Ave., Mt. Pleasant. 2519
Erglis Gastons, 23 Kennedy Rd.. Austinmer, 2514
Flemming Gwendoline, 24 Rex Rd., Georges Hall, 2198
Freeman Dorothy, P.O. Box 29, Ourimbah. 2258
Freeman Elsa, 14 Magdala Rd., North Ryde, 2113
Godden John, Flat 16, No.2 Caroline St., Balmain. 2041
Gordon Audrey, 71 Tunstall Ave., Kingsford, 2032
Green Des. 67 Westbourne St., Petersham, 2049

Hope Edna, 30 Cripps Ave., Kingsgrove, 2208

Jensen Joanna, 219 New Canterbury Rd., Lewisham, 2049
Kiely Anthony, 145 Bestric St., Brighton-Le-Sands, 2216
Kiernan Leslie K.M., 240 Edgecliff Rd., Woollahra, 2025
Lloyd Coral, 321 Annandale St., Annandale. 2038
Longhurst Peter, P.O. Box 230, Double Day, 2028
McIntosh Neville, 2 Towri Close, St. Ives, 2075
Maidment Marcia, 11 Hercules St.. Chatswood. 2067
Maitra Anne, 133 Bent St., Lindficld, 2070

Mason Betty, 289 Annandale St.. Annandale, 2038
Mason Hugh, 289 Annandale St., Annandale, 2038
Morison Basil, C/- 72A Johnston St.. Annandale, 2038
Moulton Phyllis E., 23 Bilberry Ave., Bilgola Plateau, 2107
Mulally Irene, 48 Richardson St., Lane Cove. 2066
Nicholls Gwen, 349 William St., Kingsgrove, 2208
Paterson Maggie, 2/65 Glossop St., Balmain. 2041

Powell Vera, 48 Midlothian Ave., Beverly Hills, 2209
Pratt Diannel, 52 Avalon Pde., Avalon Beach, 2107

Ralph Wendy, 17 Wareham Cres., French’s Forest, 2086




Robertson Gwen, 18 Carranya Rd., Lane Cove, 2066
Rudder Rupert R., 11/20 Roscoe St., Bondi, 2026
Schluter Joanne, 82 Macaulay Rd., Stanmore, 2048 -

Silk Tom, 87 Arabella St., Longueville, 2066

Steele Tony, 23-22 French St., Kogarah, 2217

Stockham Jean, 18 Boonara Ave., Bondi, 2026

Siwko Lina, 114 Holden St., Ashﬁeld 2131 ;

Siwko Richard, 114 Holden St., Ashfield, 247
Tretheney Stephen 209 Nclson St Annandale, 2038"
Trinder Kathleen M., 32/1 Waterside Cr., Carramar, 2163
WAight Ted, 26/5 3 Phillip St., Waterloo 2017

Walsh Dawn 6/36 Meeks St., ngsford 2032

Whitehead Roslyn K, 54 Smith St., Balmain, 2041
Wickham Bonnie, 113 Kennedy St., Picnic Point, 2213
White Sue, 278 Annandale St., Annandale, 2038

White Gwen, 14 Forrest Ave., Wahroonga, 2067

Whitlock Judy R., C/- E.B.S. Box 30 P.O. Chatswood, 2067
Williams David J. 1/7 Kareela Rd., Cremorne, 2090

Willis Gwen, C/- 290 Glebe Point Rd., Glebe Point, 2037
Wilson Thelma M., 36 Orange Grove Rd., Cabramatta, 2160
Wright Terry, 14 Forrest Ave., Wahroonga, 2076

Yates Marcia C., Unit 4 — 36/38 Belmore St., Ryde, 2112
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